IN CONCLUSION:

Teenagethe purpose of this series is te gractical, Gd-
honoring counsel in thesarof dating. Ocourse, advice can
be gien but not faced on amyne. | hope and pray thaiy
will take the instrction hee and heed it, not for any other
reason than thatdd@ wants gqu to enjg delightful dating.
Follow the principles giwn hee, and | eally beliearyou will

be spard flom dating disaster

Il Timothy 2:22 Hee alsoguthful lusts: but
follow righteousness, faith, champiace, with
them that call on the Labiout of a pug hear

Note to Rrents:

It would be helpful tmuy teenagéiryou would study tugh this mate-

rial with yur teenager beseecbuwy dothallov your son or daughter to

“go stedtgr pactice committed dating in high sdeeolagers canrear

haw to intesct with otheloyng people of the opposite sex, without estab-
lishing committeelationships with one anot@emmitted dating ends

up scarring and hing teenagers far entbran doing them any good.

This sefes,Dating: Disastr or Ddight was pepaed and peadied byYouth
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If you ae boed and discontented oeawhuting in a dating
relationship then REMALUATE! Why head for disaster?

V.  What they are now they always will be!

The point is - ddhget into aelationship with someone with

the idea in mind that “I am going to change this person...’

You will be in for a long tougbad. There will always be
cetain things thatqu would like to change aboatiyfuture
spouse; but ‘i@ endueth all things.” flyou cait handle
how they act or what theyeathen doh get inwlved in a
dating elationship with that persondv&yourself the grief

VI. Every date is a possible mate.

This will help gu to emember the purpose for datirtgs |
not to hae fun...but to gw in your relationship with &d
while building aalationship with someone thauycould
possibly mayr Why wastequr time in aelationship that
you knav is going to go N@WHERE! Again, this is just
practical wisdom.

VIl. Postpone all possibilities until pants ae
perfectly pleased!

Though this is som#éat of a@peat fom earlierit is a ety
important ingedient to making a &ightful Dating
relationship! nor your father and mother!



Psalm 27:14 Wait on the IORD: be of good courage, amel shall
strengthen thine heamwait, | sayon the IORD.

Dorit rush into a datingetationshipToo many hardone so
and it ended up hting them when the time came togdk
up.” Be caeful. B patient!

lI. D on't look for the right one; be the right one ;
and you will get the right one!

Psalm 84:11 For the IORD Godisa sun and shield: th©RD will
give grace and glomo goodthingwill he withhold fom them that

walk uprightly

This plan doedralways appear to be the most caatits;
but trust God that He will bless l¥Word! Be the rightgung
man or yung lady and @&l will direct yu steps!

lll.  How you get them is hw you keep them!

Il Corinthians 10:12 For we dae not make oursels of the number
or compag ourseks with some that commend theneselibut they
measuring themsed/ly themseks, and comparing themeslamong

themseles, ar not wise.

If you hae to become someone elsederao get a destt

datés attention thenou will hae to keep that act up for as

long as gu intend on being with that persdse godly and
be yourself

V. Dating should be a delight not a ddgely.

DATING:Disasteror Delight

INTRODUCTION:

Dating is an impdant issue in many teengdv Miny teens

are consumed with thoughts and concerns about who the
will date or ean if they will haar a date. dlly the stories
often epoted among friends indicate that manyng people

are confused as to what is the purpose of datinge®sdta r
the elationships thaesult a& ofterdisasteus It's almost as

if teens expect to fail in their datielgtionships.mmorality

is out of conwl in our county, sexually transmitted diseases
ar infecting and ewn killing thousands of teenagers eah y
not to mention the emotional hand distess that millions

of teenagers go tlugh because of a datiaationship that
went bad. The divorce rate is &l over 50% een among
people that claim to be Christianemeher, thee ae solutions

to these mblems. These solutions will be discussed in the
following five-pat series. @faithful. 8ck it out until we

get to the end of this series leefou dismiss any paof
what is said. @l wants gur dating life to be a DELIGHT
NOT a DISASTER...

We will be looking at theseeas as @/study dating:
1. Gods dea of aé&fect Date.
2.You ae Ready to @teWhen...
3. Devising a Bting Declaration.
4. Hey! What About Emotional Ririty?
5. Extra: “Swen $eps to Brfect Dating’

As youth pastaritis my pragr that yu, as either a teenager



or a paent, will heed @dsWord as ve study the topic of
dating.

Here ae a few thoughts which will help to gem

our study:

1.The Bble is the final authority for teaching godly dating
habits.

2. The nature of God is holy; He will newer violate Hs
Holiness.

3.The natue of man is sinful. K¢ is pone to violate @d's
holy standads.

4. God created and atained marriage and sex. ghrews
13:4, Cenesis 1:27,28; 2:23-25)

Part I:
God's Idea of a Brfect Date

INTRODUCTION:

Gods ideas on anythingeaalways the best ang can find!
[Isaiah 55:8,9] @ problem often is, wee\er, that ve feel
that we knav what is best en if it means disagging with
the Bble.We live out the notion that “| am mywa master -
the god of mywn faté and with this attitude @ignoe God
and Hs Word which in our minds seensslittle too old-
fashionedfor the 21st Centyr When a teenager beésv
this, a testimony like the fallmg is often the endsult:

“When gu spoke at our high scbhoddaidthe giris the big
loser in a heawymanceWell Id like to say that thg ban be
a big loser tod knav because | am one who is.

My gitis 15. | am 1A\\Me staed going steady teary

EXTRA:
Swen Jeps to ferfect Dating

INTRODUCTION:

Befoe | begin this paof the series, it is only right for me to
acknavledge my soce for this outline that | will skearrastor

Jm SchettlerCampus Chuh pastor in éhsacola, |érida

has peached this outline on many an occasion in chapel ¢
Pensacola Christian Collegas b geat outline, and instead

of “rein\enting the wheel,” | am using his outline with my
own application and thought.

We hae ceered some imptant gound to this point; and
now it is time to wrap up this study with a challenge that will
“bring it all together By the waythis series has not be
completely extensiin the aga of dating, of course thee
other things about dating thae wae not ceerd; but |
beliee we hae effectigly coered hav to make dating a
DELIGHT by laying impaant Bblical gpundwok!

Now lets lean seen pinciples that will enser
delight instead of disaster

Psalm 37:23The steps of gopodnan ae
ordeied ly the IORD: and he delighteth
In his way

l. Itis better to wait and knwv it than to date and
and blow it.



only person thatoyr spouse hasee\had omantic ties to

This is not as uealistic as many might thinkihile it may not be the
popular tend of our culte to keepagurself emotionally peirthis is,
by far the best plan fordsfs child. What does theiBle say about all
of this? Look with me ato@s plan for marriage...

Hrst, lets look in @nesis 2:24Therefore shall a man leakis father

and motherand shall cleawnto his wife: and they shalbbeflesh.”

Gods plan for marriage is rather simple: one man and one woman be-
coming one. He is an int@sting example ob@s special math: one

plus one equals on€he unity of a husband and wife is so close that
they ae no longer seen as two separate people but as a unified whole!
Maik 10:7-9 clarifies this picaurVerse eights say&ntl they twain

shall beneflesh: so then theyeao moe twain butoneflesh.” This

unity is ma than just physical; this unity is also emotional and spiritual!
The need for spiritual unity demands that a Christian, should only
marty a Christian. 2 Corinthians 6:14,15 teaches that aebsheuld

not be tinequally gked togeth&mwith an unbeliesr. The emotional

unity has to do with givingyr hearto your spouseYour hearought

to be wholly united withopr spouse! caording to Fomans 7:3, only

death can leak this unityThus, the phrasdil’death do us ptris a

pat of many marriageows.

Lets summare and make application...
1. Bmotional purity and physical puriteaqually impéant.
2. The sacrifice of emotional purity alwagsilts ineget and pain.
3. Marriage is the union of a man and a woman: phystaadiionally
and spiritually Until marriage, theopng man andoung lady belong to
their paents -- not each other!
4. “Going steadyis not necessato “growing up” A teenager can de-
velop a poper espect for the opposite sex and not be attached in gome sor
of committed elationship
5. Committed dating and “ak-up in high school can be a training
grounds for futue divorce.
6. Real lee is a long-term commitment not a sherm feeling. (ghesians
5:25,28,33)

“and | pay G®d pur whole spirit and soul and bodyebemat blameless unto the
coming of our ldbiesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:23

ago which was our first big mistake.maz time w spent
together the easier it was to get a titibe f8zfoe ve knew it
we veke doing things that had no right to.dée made up all
kinds of exises to justify our behavien-teat old line about
living eery day to the limit because tamos might be hiyb
a bomb

The my difound out for suthat she was iouble. 'l
neer forget the agony of telling antpdihey wee so shocked
and hut. It was the most horrible experience that a coupl
kids can go thugh.

Now my giris in another city witslaties. @Qr paents
hawe decided it would be bes didit write or see each other
The bap will be put up for adoption. ftdarv hav my gir
will feel when all of thiswero All | can say is thatvmb am
heatsick and misdale’?

A surey conducted with 3,700 Christian teenageestigav
results that 55% of the teens haodlved themseés in
fornication®

These & just a f@ of the many pofs of the disaster that
dating can be. &, lets see vo God sees delightful dating:

The Rerfect Date.

Ephesians 5:1-3Be \e theefoe follavers of @&d, as dear
children;>And walk in lee, as Christ also hatked us, and
hath gien himself for us an offering and a sacrificedo G
for a swetsmelling saur. *But fornication, and all
uncleanness, onebousness, let it not be once named amonc
you, as becometh saints;



| Thessalonians 4:3-7 *For this is the will of &d, exen
your sanctification, thaeyshould abstairon fornication?
That eery one of gu should kner how to possess hissgel
in sanctification and honotiNot in the lust of concupiscence,
e\en as the éntiles which kv not God:° That nomango
beynd and defraud hisdiher inanymatter: because that
the Lod isthe aenger of all such, as also ha/foewarned
you and testified” For God hath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness.

[I Timothy 2:22 Flee also quthful lusts: but foll
righteousness, faith, chantyace, with them that call on the
Lord out of a pur heatr

In these erses, vfind the impdant keys to Gds idea of
The Rerfect Date...

The Rerfect Date inwlves two things :
1. Decision.
2. Discipline.

|. Decision.

You must decide: “l will be absolutelyateto keep myself
from those things that will bring dating disaster

“What things will bring disaster?”

Consider the foll@ing:

1. Entertainment saturated with the &vils Dating:
Hollywood meies and’V programs that glorify immorality
of all types.

Sad to sgymodern dating has becordedrce practice.The young
couple Hateseach other until the feelings change or things get diffi-
cult. The easy solution (at least for one of the peopleethyvis to
“breakup’ This typically le@s one of the people in the couple feeling
relief and ffedom, and the other person is left with the feelings of
betrayal and pain. R#y (if eer) does a high school couple end a
dating commitment without hufieelings and emotional painos#iof

the time things getw messy! fien, friends a& bought into the
“fight.” This is one of the biggesasons why | as@ush pastor am
opposed to committed dating in high schddiile | do belies that it

is right for teenagers to diep poper espect and an understanding of
how to treat people of the opposite sex, this can be done vgtiiogt “
steady | would be willing to say that 99.9% of all high school dating
relationships diar moe ham than good to the teensamved! Many

of my adult friends ain ageement with me on this pointeens &

left with emotional scars argjets that should newvhae been; and
they ae left with little else but confusion and doubts about having
another elationship Without een ealizing it, they arpracticing for

a futue marriage bakup: digrce! Today the diwrce rate isver
50%! This includes “Christian couples.”

| am convinced that the cent American practice of high school dat-
ing is one of the biggestasons for this high dree rate! tlis up to
Christians toeacognie this, and change the faulty system that they
hawe been using.

If you ae thinking, “RstofTodd is going too far with this stuthen

| want to askqu to anser the follaving question honestWould
you like to stand indnt of your fiancee and the whole atuconge-
gation on gur wedding dayknowing that yu hae kept pur body
pure and thatqur soon-to-be-spouse has done the sanoe Pofoyur
ansver, unlessqu ae crazywould hae to be, Yes, of course.’UF
thermoe, wouldit you want to be able togsent gur whole heéato
your future spouse andaeie Your spousewhole hetathat had been
kept for pu until that special day®ell, why not?There would be
great joy in knowving that pur spouse had savhimself/herself for
you, not only physicallgut emotionally! @that day gu will be the



locker with cals and fleers, and, of course, a heshaped framed
photo of himselfWhen &@lly arried at school that morning ybwas
she surprised!nderneath the frame was algned on the inside
with the wods, “I lore you, Feddy’ Feddy had gone way bay
what she had expected!

“What a Rmeo!” 8lly said to herself

Just then, Benda, Feddys girlfriend of agar ago walked.bThe
bitter breakup that occied in dily of the pastear was stilldsh on her
mind. A one time Feddys family and ndé& family had beery
close.They would get together for summer cookouts, gacation
together. They vere “like family After the beakup hoveer, the
bitter feelings o had affected both familieBhey could no longer

get-together It was too uncomftable. Benda was fuming as she

looked at &lly She saw this as an oppaity to pour some rain on
Sallys parade.

“So, did ‘Fomed give you a 24 carat gold tennis bracelet, tally’Ss
Oh, yes, that wasréddys gift to me lasfalenting Day It had the
words, ‘I lore you, Feddyengragd on it. Then, ‘Fomeddumped me
in Jly! Yeah right - ‘I lge you.”

Brenda walked awapifin &lly All of what she had said wasg tr

“I wish Benda would just mind hexwa business,”aBy thought.
Brend& tirade had tainted themantic feelings of the momentstJ

then Feddy walked up behin@lfy and tapped her on the shoulder

“HappyValentin& Day” he said...

What kind of thoughts daow think were racing though &llys mind
at this point?While this stoy is fictitious, the emotions oived ae
vely real! Affection, intest, gifts, commitment,dakupjealous\bit-
terness, scars: thesgoat of the dating @le that esults in grat pain.
Whete is this pain felt ik felt in the hear In this case, avaerit
dealing with the damage of a sexually transmitted disess&alking

about something ew moe common than that - emotional damage.

“Teens spend 7.5 to 9 hours a day wat€kiog listening to
the radio - ma than they spend in class or on hae™

2. Music saturated with thed¥ifs Dating:rock, softock,
country, Broadwayetc.

A study was made of teenagers that of 62% of all high school
that listened taock music six to ssvhours only 27% listened

to the wods...t was the musical beat and rhythm that hooked
the teenagets.

Pythagous an historical mathematician divided music into
three pds - rhythm that is associated with physical motion,
melody which is associated with emotional behawbr
harmony which speaks to the spirit.

Rock musicians and personalities say
“Get them while they@agoung. Bnd their minds®”
-Joencer Dyden

“Rock music is sex, armlyhae to hit them in the face with
it.”” -Rolling Sones manager

“We take the kids awayoifn their pagnts and their
envionment to wherthe onlyeality is the rhythm and beét.”
-Donnie Bewer

A letter fom a teenager adds t6STRYFER (a supposed
“Christian pck bantt

“I want to thankt8yper for giving me the ddsirheavy metal
music. Bfoe &yper| neer thoughtd attend an gxie



Osboumne in conderl was attendingord of life at summer
camp when ealizd what a singhold thabck andall had

on my lifeWhile at camp...| dged my life to Christ again...to
Sryper. THANKS FOR NOHING.™®

3. Published mateal that is saturated with the dvils
Dating Magazines FeenTeen Bople GQ, Cosmopolitan
etc, pornographyewn some clothing catalogs, and the
internet!

Psalm 101:3 will set no wicked thing beébomine egs: |
hate the wdr of them that turn asid#:;shall not cleato
me.

Guad your egs on a minuteybminute basis. t& away
from the magazine rackstaySaway &rm the internet
chatooms and filthy internet sitd$e internet is filled with
material designed Ipexerted-thinking people. Bke swg
that your paents and godly friends keep yccountable as
to what pu ae doing on the internet.uPpop-up blockers
and spam filters ooyr computer that will help to filter out
some of this pollution. @it entetain een one thought of
looking at pornography! dbt date someone who had been
involved in vigving pornography

4.Fiends that a saturated with the &vils Dating:Drinking
Patties, dancing, dgs - theseathe “beeding grunds for
immorality and dating disastéeople that ir to encourage
you to deelop a physically ialed dating elationship in
order to fitin” are dange&us!They will eentually face dating
disaster if they follotheir avn advise, and they will dragy
into disaster with them.

Part 1V:
Hey! What about Enotional Purity?

INTRODUCTION:

It is fair to say that many Christiangoas, puth leaders, and teenag-
ers a concerned about the temptation to become physicallg impur
while dating.This is why in this series théias been an emphasis on
seeing what @&fsWord says aboutléeing puthful lusts.” Rysical
purity is ery impotant. Being a virgin is @ity \aluable. ldwe\er,
there ae many Christian teenagers who will purpose in theg teear
remain physically peirbut hag not emained emotionally @it here

are many adults who as teenageesesemmitted to a handful of other
people beferthey found theohe Gd had for them."They gag
romantic lee and destion to someone other than their spouse,iév
they emained physically gun each of thelationships. Angwthis
qguestion: ¥When is it right forgu to gie someoneyr body?” “OK,
now, when is it right forgu to gie someoneoyr hear?”

| beliewe it is not only impdant that yu presentgur body as parto
your futue spouse oroyr wedding daybut that yu pesent gur
heat as omantically pue to yur spouse oroyr wedding dayas ell!

Think with me through the follaving scenario:

Freddya sophomerin high school, has hadglgirlfriends up to this
point in his pung life. H is nav dating 8lly his fouth “official
girlfriend. They hae beendoing steadyfor two months ne, and
Valentin& Day is apmaching! feddy is a faithful Christian. eH
sexes in his cheh, is faithful to eary sevice, and is looked to with
respectypmost of theguth goup including thegquth pastorHe has
covenanted with &d and his pants that he will “keep his hand$ off
Slly Besides, he has a healthy feaallysSix-foot-tall, 200 pound
father! With Valentings Day appoaching, he pondersviadne will
shaver &lly with gifts. ¢ hashtold her “I love yu,” yet. (Al-
though, he had said it to &&r other girls beta) He decided that he
would wait for just the right moment.n®alentiné Day he decided
to get to school a little earlier that day so that he could deallyate S



redeemer

n | will keep my hetpure.

Proverbs 16:2,3 All the ways of a mareclean in hiswn es; but
the LORD weigheth the spirits. Commit thy Wwemunto the ORD,
and thy thoughts shall be established.

This involves my:
1. Motives - why | do what | do
2. Desies - what | want. | will purpose to say to
fleshly destis andyes to godly des#s.

3. Heat - | will keep a hetthat is concerned for others.

V. My accountability patner  will
be:

Sgned ly you: a@:

Sgned ly your patner: dde:

Covenant with the Lod and this accountability paner
that you will keep yourself pue until marriage!

Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10Two ale better than
one; because tydhawe a goodewad for
their labour. For if they fall, the one will
lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is
alone when he falleth; for he hath not
another to help him up.

I. Discipline.
| Timothy 5:22 ...keep thyself paur
| Timothy 6:11  But thou, O man of @d, flee these

things; andollon after righteousness, godliness, fa, o
patience, meekness.

The phrastollow afteriterally meansd run swiftly in oder
to catch a person or thing, tmrafter’

In a pefect datingelationshipGod would hae me to decide
not to get physically closer to riniehd but to discipline
myself to gw in my elationship with n.

God wants Qu tostriveto or torun afterthese things with
your date:

1. Righteousnessintegrity purity, virtue.
* Found in theWord of God - 2Timothy 3:16.

2. Godliness- respect for &@d, your date, and both
sets of pants.

3. Faith- conviction in thetérnalTruth of the kble,
and yu relationship with Gd.

4. Love - selfless caring; selfless givihgs is REAL
love! Lae is my giving to a person out of concern for his
betterment and&ll-being without concern or thought about
what | can get.



Think about this... John 3:16 tells us that Jesus came to give of
Himself so that gu and | could hae etenal life. He did not come
for His personal gain.

An lllustration of Love...

BookeT. Washington was ba slag. Later &ed, he headed to the
Tuskegeedtitute and became a leader in educatibis autobiogphy he
writes:

The mostying adeal that | was tmd to endeiias a slebg.. was
the vearing of a flax ghirin that pdion ofVirginia whes | lived, it was
common to use flax as gfathe clothing for the eda¥hat par of the flax

from which our clothing was made was largely the refuse, which was of course

the cheapest and roughest part.

I can hardly imagine any torture, except, perhaps, the pulling of a
tooth, that is equal to that caused by putting on a new flax shirt for the first time.
It is almost equal to the feeling that one would experience if he had a dozen or
more chestnut burrs, or a hundred small pinpoints, in contact with his flesh...

But | had no choice, | had to wear the flax shirt or none...
My biother dhn, who is sl years older than | am foered on of

the most generous acts that | have ever heard of one slave relative doing for

another On sesrl occasions when | was beaggl fr @ar a new flax ghir

he generously agreed to put it on in my stead and wear it for several days, ‘til it

was broken in.

5. Ratience - willing to wait; endurance.
6. Meekness - gentleness; mild-tempered; controlled.

What does this result in?
PEACE physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual peace. No guilt,
disease, or dgmsion er lesulted fsmThe Reifect Date because it was

conducted @dsWay Dating can be a delight!

1 TheWilds CounseloraHdbooK'Biblical $andads of Rrity,” 1993.

2“Why Wait till M arriage,” Amazingréce Mssion, ChattanoogBiN.

3 Josh McDowell, Right FomWrong(DallasWord Rublishing), p9.

4 Parade Mgazine(August 18, 1996, page 5)

5 Dan RtersWhat Adout Christiandtk?Minneapolis: Bthany Hbuse Bblishers, 1986), R0.

5 Lowell Hatt, Satars Music Eposeq Rossville, GA: fapevine Book Btributors, hc., 1987), p48
7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.

° David Benoit, “Christian Rock: The Rock that could steal our fold,” video
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m | will apply Gds “Dress fori&cesstandais to my walk-
robe!

n | will be sue to dess modestlyl will not wear
clothes that will stimulate emotions and e&girmy

date that cannot be satisfied outside of marriage.
| Timothy 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn thessaiv
modest appal, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not wittetr

hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

n | will seek advise of a godly adult in whether | am
accomplishing this. 1 will ask the feilog person to
keep me accountable:

n | will wear clothes that clearly communicate my gen-
der

Genesis 1:27 S God ceated man in hmvnimage, in the image of
God ceated he him; male and femadated he them.

m | will control my testimony

n | will walk, stand, and sitqperly at all times in the
presence of others.

n | will keep my mouth clean.

Proverbs 21:23Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his
soul fom troubles.

Psalm 19:14 Let the wads of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heat, be acceptable in thy sight, ORD, my stength, and my



Psalm 101:3 | will set no wicked thing beéomine egs: | hate the
work of them that turn asidi;shall not cleato me.

n | will not watch MTV or associatextk music vid-
€0s. (Psalm 101:3)

n | will not listen toock music, the purpose of which,
accoding to their indusyris to pesent immorality to
youth.

Mark 4:24 And he said unto theffake heed whagyear: with what
meas\e \e mete, it shall be measito yu: and unto gu that hear
shall moe be gien.

Ephesians 5:19 Seaking to qurseles in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melodgunhearto the Lod,;

n | will not drink alcoholic bevages.

Proverbs 20:1 Wineisa mockerstiong drinkisraging: and
whosoesr is decedd theely is not wise.

n | will not be a parof paties whes these thingsear
practiced.

n | will not read magazines or books that contain im-
moral stories or immodest pietsir(Balm 101:3).

n | will set up safeguis for using the internet, IM,
chat booms, and email. | will stay accountable to my
paents and friendegading my internet use.

Part Il
You are ready to date when...

Introduction:

We hae nav begun this imptant series with an
understanding of moGod vievs the purpose of datirithe
Perfect Date in G&ds ews is outlined in Rimothy 2:22:

Flee alsoguthful lusts: but folle righteousness, faith, charity
peace, with them that call on thed_out of a pu heatr

Now lets mae onwadl. You ae ready to date when...
Lets consider a list of essentials that ought to be in place
that you will be ensed that pur dating life will be @elight
not adisastér

You ae ready to date when...

|. You understand the Brpose of [ating.
* |t is not just for the purpose.of
1. Having fun.
2. Rtting in with my friends.
3. Rlling a \acuum of need in my life.
4. Having my needs met.

The purpose of dating is to adwep a frendship, under the
guidance of my pants, with someone whom I could myarr
This relationship will enable both of us to follcafter
righteousness, godliness, faith, meekness, gentleness, a
love for the gloy of God.

[I. You understand what Iee is...



WHAT LOVE IS NOT:

1. S&x.
Parade magazinewaled a poll taken of 938 teenagers...

“Teenagerseanot paed to havbabigs.91% agee
“Premarital sex is OK. 40% agee

“Condoms should bailable in schobdls61% ageé

Girls ae having sex mucbunger these days, the median age
for a yung womaa first act of gmarital sexdm 19 in

1960 to 17 in 1990.

By age 18, 27% of chalred puth hae experienced sexual
intercourse.

Of those that had pmarital sex, tee out of fig wished they

could go back a change their actions and wait until méarriage.

More easons to be convinced that sex aloneTiddve..

In the USA 1,000,000 teenegnancies aar esulting in
480,000 biths; 420,000 abtons; and 100,000 miscarriages.

Within the late qutar-centyrfive STDs (sexuallyatismitted
diseases)bdeen diseed - two adeadlsome of the ko
STDs:

CHLAMIDIA: most common; 4.6 million cases occur annually

may not be a visible diseaseygndhose coatting it eceig

lll. My dating regulations ag...
m | will not engage in pmatrital sex or dgdep a physical
relationship which leads to it.

| Corinthians 3:16,17 Know ye not that ¢ ae the temple of &,
andthat the ®irit of God dwelleth in pu? If any man defile the
temple of &d, him shall @d desty; for the temple of @l is holy
whichtemplegre ae.

| Corinthians 6:18 Flee fornication. \¥1y sin that a man doeth is
without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against
his avn body™®What? kna ye not that pur body is the temple of the
Holy Ghostwhich isn you, which ¢ hae of Gd, and g ae not yur
own??° For ye ae bought with a price: tledoe glorify G&d in your

body and in ypur spirit, which & Gods.

n | will not be alone with my date in aksat car

n | will not be at home with my date unless my par-
ents & home.

n | know my body belongs ta@ and not to any other
person other than the one thaidGvill give me on my
wedding day

m | will flee puthful lusts.

Il Timothy 2:22 Hee alsoauthful lusts: but folle righteousness,
faith, charity peace, with them that call on thed_out of a pu

heat.

n | will not watch or go to mees that teach that
disobedience to myo@ in the aga of immorality is
OK. This include3V programs.



been witness beten thee and the wife of tlguth, against whom
thou hast dealteacheyusly: gtisshe thy companion, and the wife of
thy corenant*And did not he make oné had he thessidue of the
spirit. And wheafoee oneThat he might seek a godly s@éerfoe
take heed toopr spirit, and let none deadrcheyusly against the wife
of his yuth. *For the IORD, the God of krael, saith that he hateth
putting away: fasnecovereth violence with his garment, saith @BD

of hosts: thefoe take heed toyr spirit, that g deal not #acheyusly

m

m

. My dating goals &...
m | will only date a gwing Christian.

m | will cae enough for my friend to desand guak God's
best for him or her

m | will obey the counsel of my gats.

Ephesians 6:1-3" Children, obeygur paents in the Lat: for this is
right.2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment
with promise;) That it may be @l with thee, and thou nest lie

long on the edr.

m

m

sege pelvic inflammayatisease withexeabscessnedexual
contact can infeotly 25% ORVOMENWHO QONTRACT
THIS DISEASE CAN NEVER ME BABIES.

HPV (Human Rpilloma/irus: The newst identifiable STD.
Thee is no car t passe®i paner to paner without that
person ev knwing it. t can take 20 to 3@ars befornit
manifests itself in ouveymptoms.

GONORRHEA: 700,000 casepoied esly year Can cause
complications leading to death.

HERPES: It is a vial and painful STD with no eurt make
an individual g1y susceptible to the AIDSsvir

SYMILIS: 100,000 casesemy

AIDS: 34,000 find out that they bahis disease annually
The only tection against aids is to belsairgu mary a
spouse who has kept their purity!

Do not misunderstand.he physicakdationship betaen a
husband and wife can be a woindlend fulfilling thing.
The Bble calls it “honorable in all.”uBwhen sex is taken
outside of the boundaries whichdGntended for it, it
becomes sinful and destne!

2. Infatuation.

Feelings change withatimstanced/ebster defines feeling
as emotion, sentiment, intuition, beliefinfatuation is
defined agiepried of sound judgement, adearttemporay
love.” Take notice of the wsbitemporay!” Real lee is not
temporay!

WHAT LOVE IS...



Gods definition is:

| Corinthians 13:4-8 Charity sufé¢in long,andis kind;

charity envieth not; charitpunteth not itselis not puffed
up, °Doth not behawitself unseembieeketh not hewn, is
not easily mvoked, thinketh no evif;Rejoiceth not in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the tith; 'Beaeth all things, belieth

all things, hopeth all things, enetbrall thingS.Charity neer

faileth:

Here ae three geat definitions of genuine he:
1. A determined act of the will that alwagsllts in
determined acts of self giving.
2. Gving others not what they desdout what @d
gae \you.
3. A decision of the will.

Teenagekou ought to practice thevioof 1 Corinthians 13
because that sal lee! Gds love is much diffeint than the
loveyoull find in popular cultue today

REAL(GOD’S) IOVE:
1. “Suffereth Long - patient

“POP” LOVE:
| want it naw!

2.“Is kind - sacrifices self Acting in faer
to meet the needs of of me.
others.

3. “envieth ndt- is content Envies. $ geedy
4. “Vaunteth not itself Proud

is not puffed up- sacrifices
self to emain small.

SO, TeenagerSET UP A PAN! PURPOSE IN
YOUR HEART THAT YOU WILL NOT
DEFILEYOURSELF AND BRING DISASTER
TO YOUR DATING LIFE. HAVE A
PERSONAL DAING DECLARAION. WHAT
FOLLOWS IS A RECOMMENDED PAN
THAT CAN BE USEDTO DEVELOP A
PERSONAL DAING DECLARATION.

Establish the follang standais...

.  Marriage goals.

m | will mary a matue, gowing Christian.

2 Corinthians 6:14 '*Be ye not unequallyoked together with
unbelieers: for what felleship hath righteousness with

unrighteousness? and what communion hath light wkineda®?

m | promise @&d to keep my home together and not let my
marriage end in diwce.

Romans 7:2,% For the woman which hath an husband is boynd b
the law tdherhusband so long as hethy but if the husband be dead,
she is loosedfn the law dfiethusband® So then if whileherhusband
liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called asadulter
but if her husband be dead, sheess fiom that law; so that she is no

adulteess, though she be married to another man.

Malachi 2: 14-16'* Yet ye sayWherefoe? Bcause theQRD hath



Part III:
Establishing a Ersonal [ating Declaration

INTRODUCTION:

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his hetdvat he would

not defile himself with the gmm of the king meat, nor
with the wine which he drank: teEre he equested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself

This \erse mvides an example of a teenager that had firm
character in the midst of a wicked calumd negaevpeer
pressw. Consider the follong:

1. Daniel belonged to eyal family in $real.

2. Daniel was i a captig in a foeign land - miles

away fom paents and authority

3. Daniel was populgiDaniel 1:9)

All of the abee ae significant to the soundings that Bniel
and his thee friends found themsehvin. They could hass
decided to get inlved in sin and later madeceses ¥ting
to sooth their consciencesowe\er, they did not. fiDaniel
had pataken of the meat ofésl to the idols he would leav

1. Taken sides againsid3with idolaty.

2. Marred his testimony and distinetiess.

3. Missed the oppimity to be used of @al.

If you ae immoral or e@n questionable iroyr dating life,
you ae:

1. Taking sides againsbd@with SIN.

2. Marring yur testimony and distinosiness.

3. Missing oppaunities to be used6sod.

5. “doth not behawitself
unseemly

6.“seeketh not henoi’

7. “Iis not easily pvoked

8. ‘thinketh no evil

9. “Rejoiceth in the uth’

10. “beaeth all things

11. “beliewth all things

12. “hopeth all things

13. ‘endueth all things

Loud, silly
rude, doing
what | want
when | want.

selfish;tls
my life - lI
do what |
want with it!

Retaliates;
Explodes.

Indelible ink.
Builds a case
for evil.

Entertains sin.
Gossips

Beliewes the
worst.

Gives up living
for God.

I’m not stick-
ing my hedr
out thee
again so that



he/she can
hurt it!”
14. ‘ne\er faileth Eventually fails
Gal. 6:7,8

You ae ready to date wheowy understand whatal leoe is!
Next, yu ae ready to date when...

lll.  You hawe your parents pemission.

If you ae not right with gur paents thengu ae not right
with God. I you intend to haw dating delight and then
matrital delight, thenoyt must honorgur paents!

Ephesians 6:1-3 Chiketr, obeyqur paents in the Lal: for
this is right?Honour thy father and mother; (which is the
first commandment with pmise;§ That it may be @il with
thee, and thou magyt lie long on the etr.

“Why?”

1. God commands it. @l gae you paents to gig
guidance and ptection.

2.Whether dating is a delight or a disasteyurlife
will be determined largely i you will submit gurself to
this truth. If you ae not honoring &ds plan lg honoring
your paents and obeying them, theyuyae not in a place
for God to blessour decisionsYou ae instead attacking
Gods walls of mtection that a& thee to keep gu from
disaster!

“BUT...What if my pagnts dolh cae???”

Most teens, cannot honestly say then iEyou hae unsaed
paents, yu must submitgurself to their daction and
guidance. Hwewer, ewen if it were true that pur paents
dorit cae, then gu can go to a godly persononrychuch
family that pu respect and ask them for godly advice.

IV. You haw deweloped ypur own personal
Dating Declaration.

Next, ve will addess this vital stept this day when sensual
lust for immorality will prsent itself tooy exery minute of
the dayyou must purpose inqur hearthat you will not
defile purself! Keep eading...

! paradeThe Hartford Couant August 18, 1996,p.
2 Right fomWrong pages 55 and 56.
3 Ipid., page 60.



